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The Center for Research and Social Action (CIAS) is a Jesuit nonprofit organization in Argentina 
dedicated to social research and leadership training. Our institution has 60 years of experience 
and is known for its close contact with political and social leaders as well as its researchers and 
professors trained at the best universities in the world.
Throughout its long history, CIAS and the Jesuits have shown their ability to inspire 
positive leaders.

• We understand politics as action to transform reality.

• We believe that positive leaders should serve society.

• We want a State that contributes to the wellbeing of everyone, especially the most disadvantaged.

• We carry out high quality research on issues of priority for the political and economic development of 
   Latin America in general and Argentina in particular.

• We affirm the importance of forming communities of political life that will support and sustain our leaders.

• We promote a sense of community among political leaders and researchers committed to the values 
   of democracy and justice.

Action Areas

CIAS carries out its mission in three distinct but interrelated areas:

Forums for dialogue

CIAS organizes various activities to stimulate debate on issues related to the political, economic and social development 
of Argentina in particular and the region in general.

Similarly, CIAS encourages collective participation through various initiatives aimed at the community and at exploring 
issues affecting the common good from a multiple and collaborative perspective. 

All the presidential candidates in Argentina’s 2015 elections as well as other prominent political and 
social leaders (Governors, National Ministers, Union leaders) have participated in our activities.

CIAS’s Institute of Political Leadership aims to train and mobilize a new generation of 
political leaders in the service of society as a whole.

The 500-year history of the Society of Jesus and its humanistic tradition encourage us to pursue long-term visions and 
goals. We aim to support young people wanting a better country so that they can become the leaders of tomorrow.

We are a dynamic network of people united by a deep civic friendship, beyond partisan ideology, with a shared vocation 
for politics as a tool for change and social justice.
 

Our program prepares students in three different dimensions:

• Vocation, values and community

• Technical knowledge

• Political Capital

Leadership and Policy Analysis Program

CIAS’s vocation is a universal one. We talk to and work with anyone who understands politics as service to others and 
especially the poor, regardless of individual differences in ideology, culture or faith.

For the first time in Argentina, we are offering a combination of solid theoretical background courses with workshops, 
case studies, debates and scenario simulations for students to maximize their skills in leadership, negotiation and 
creation of political capital.

For the first edition of the Program (2015), CIAS had more than 260 applicants who participated in a selection process 
designed to pick a group of students with the ambition, integrity and talent needed to be leaders in the public sphere.

Institute 
of Political 
Leadership

Forums for dialogue

Institute of Political Leadership

Research
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Curriculum

The Program lasts eight months and is composed of six courses of 24 hours each:

1. Coalitions of Government in Argentine Politics

2. Political Communication

3. Leadership

4. Microeconomics for politicians

5. Macroeconomics for politicians

6. The State and Public Administration

Mode
The Program is classroom-based. Students attend twice a week between April and November of each year.
In line with its goal of providing world-class education, CIAS is equipped with the latest technologies: 
videoconferencing systems, smartboards, projection and audio. 

Study trip

CIAS organizes an annual study trip to Georgetown University, Washington DC, and University of Notre 
Dame, Indiana, for outstanding students on the Program. Through this experience, our graduates can interact 
with internationally recognized politicians, officials and scholars. The trip lasts nine days.

Internships

In order to ensure that our best students have the opportunity to participate in internships in the public sector, 
CIAS has signed agreements with the main political parties.

Specialization courses

After the Program in Leadership and Policy Analysis, students have the option of participating in specialization 
courses offered regularly in different areas of interest, such as Design and Evaluation of Public Policies, 
Health, Poverty and Education, Political Economy, Electoral Strategy and Political Communication. 

Communities of Political Life
CIAS organizes its alumni in communities of political life with a shared sense of public service, ethical values 
and camaraderie.

These communities are networks of permanent support for our students in their political careers and establish 
lasting links between the alumni themselves, and among graduates, academic staff and our networks of allies 
in politics and civil society, both locally and internationally.

Selection of participants
Our students are between 23 and 35 years old approximately. Some of them are already involved in political 
parties or public administration; however, previous involvement is not a requirement for admission.

CIAS has no party affiliation and actively works to recruit students from across the ideological and 
socioeconomic spectrum.

Scholarships
CIAS has designed a system of scholarships to help students in proportion to their needs and academic merit. In 
addition, applicants who have graduated with honours from their universities or high schools, qualify for a full 
scholarship.

Measuring Impact

In order to evaluate our Program, we have operationalized our mission in a number of indicators.

School of Political Leadership

Performance indicators

% of CIAS graduates
in elected positions

% of CIAS graduates in 
non-elected decision-making 
positions

Leadership in the National 
Congress

In 5 years
2020

10%

10%

1 bill 
per year

In 20 years
2035

25%

25%

5 bills 
per year

In 10 years
2025

15%

15%

3 bills
 per year

CIAS graduates 

will promote

5 bills per year 

in the National 

Congress
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At CIAS we prioritize issues affecting the economic and political development of Latin America in general and Argentina 
in particular. We believe in evidence based policy. 

For this reason the reservoir of information produced by social research at our institution is available to those who wish 
to consult it for decision-making.

Social research at CIAS is mainly concentrated in three areas:

Poverty and Public Policy

• Distance between design and implementation

• Patronage, urbanization and shanty towns

• Employment, human capital and welfare

Problems of representation and the quality of democracy

• Political actors, social alliances and economic interests 

• State, efficiency and public goods

• Micro foundations of civic cooperation

Economic development and political geography

• Provinces and Comparative Politics

• Role of state capacities

• Synergies and subnational Development 

Research conducted by CIAS can be consulted at www.cias.org.ar

Fr. Rodrigo Zarazaga S.J.

Jesuit priest, B.A. in Philosophy and Theology, Ph.D. in Political Science at UC Berkeley  
and Post Doc at the University of Notre Dame.

Lucas Ronconi

B.A. in Economics and Ph.D. in Public Policy at the University of California, Berkeley. 

Mariana Chudnovsky

Sociologist, M.A. in Comparative Politics at New York University, and Ph.D. in Political 
Science at Universidad Torcuato Di Tella. 

Fr. Matthew Carnes S.J.

Jesuit priest. Ph.D. in political science from Stanford University.

Fr. Víctor Pacharoni S.J.

Jesuit priest, Philosopher and Ph.D. in Economics from Georgetown University.

Eugenia Giraudy

Doctoral candidate in political science from the University of California, Berkeley.

Our researchersResearch
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Av. Callao 542
C1022AAS - Buenos Aires - Argentina
cias@cias.org.ar
www.cias.org.ar


